126               THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

torch procession to Windsor Castle on Mafeking
night, while the young ladies of Eton Town flourished
" tiddlers " in our faces: or of the sudden hush that
ran round the ground at the Winchester match as
the news of the King's desperate illness spread: some
royal, as of King Edward, now happily recovered,
and Queen Alexandra departing from Eton in the
Royal Barge: some personal, as of a first sermon in
Lower Chapel or (still worse) in College Chapel:
some meteorological, as of the floods which left
Upper Club covered with seaweed at the end of
June, and removed the Winchester match to Agar's
Plough: some criminal, as of my pupil who used to
smoke on the roof of Chapel when the scaffolding
made access easier,1 or the Earl who was detected
digging a channel in his tutor's garden in the hope
that the flood water might be deflected into the cellar
and the house be sent home early: some professional,
as of the occasion when Dr. Warre called our atten-
tion in Chambers to the number of watches stolen on
the Fourth of June, and, quite oblivious of the joke,
went on to embroider the theme that unless masters
were watchful and kept a good watch such scandals
were certain to recur.

1 His crime reminds me of the experience of a distinguished
Head Master who used at Confirmation to ask the boys what was
their besetting sin: resenting this, they agreed on a policy: and
all with one accord replied that, though they fought hard against
the temptation, it proved impossible to avoid getting out at night
and smoking cigarettes on the roof. The Head Master, too trust-
ful to doubt such information and too generous to act on it, spent
many anxious nights expecting the school to be burnt down.